
Year 7 Drama Knowledge Organiser – Superheroes 

Performance Techniques 
Melodrama 

A sensational dramatic piece 
with exaggerated characters and exciting events 
intended to appeal to the emotions.  

Stance The way in which someone stands  

Posture The position of a person's body when standing or 
sitting  

Slapstick Comedy based on deliberately clumsy actions 
and humorously embarrassing events  

Slow motion Moving slowly in order to highlight parts of scene to 
an audience 

Background Information to Superheroes 

A superhero or superheroine is a stock character that pos-

sesses abilities beyond those of ordinary people, who typical-

ly uses their  powers to help the world become a better 

place, or is dedicated to protecting the public, and stopping 

evil. Superhero fiction is the genre of fiction that is centred 

on such characters, specially in American comic books since 

the 1930s (and later Hollywood films), as well as in Japanese 

media  since the 1930s.  

Tasks for this topic: 

• Exploring the difference in body language between a su-

perhero and their secret identify 

• Using exaggerated acting skills as seen in superhero films 

• Representing a transformation from a secret identity to a 

superhero 

• Using slow motion and movement to music to created styl-

ised and engaging work 

• Using slapstick skills to entertain an audience and portray 

different character 
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https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=ac280b94449c27e4&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGB1073GB1073&q=deliberately&si=ACC90nxgkPHmtVkpPj_lUgtQ0AenTWwzwx3oIUz8iYwA-XW1yh8dnub-zdjahX_WZZPOq2t1zVFfKccEW42uP6GObiUQvdg_C6gHngsMPEDW4mWITJ9OWiI%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjV
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