
1. Cold Environments

Key Terms

Food Chain A series of organisms each dependent on the next as a source 
of food.

Organism Plants and animals

Characteristics The human and physical features of a place.

adaption How we evolve to suit the climate in a place

Svalbard Norwegian owned islands in the far North

Challenge Difficulties faced because of the characteristics of a place

Opportunity Characteristics that humans can use

fragile Easy to damage

What is the location of our cold environments?
They make up 35% of our planet and are found at the north and south poles, they also include 
tundra biomes which are located along the northern edges of North America, Europe and 
Asia. Tundra is a landscape that remains frozen for 9 months of the year and only thaws 
during summer. High mountain ranges including the Alps, Himalayas and Andes are also 
classed as cold environments. 

How do animals adapt to life in the cold

How do animals adapt to life in a cold environment

Characteristics of a cold 
environment
• In the centre of Antarctica 

temperatures never get 
above zero degrees Celsius 
which is why you only find 
plants and animals near the 
coast.

• In the Artic temperatures 
remain below zero 9 months 
of the year so growing 
seasons for plants are very 
short and animals are 
migratory.



How do we overcome the challenges and survive in a  cold environment?

What Human Features are there in a 
cold environment like  Svalbard?

. 

What physical Features are there in a cold 
environment like  Svalbard?

The human population of 
the archipelago is approx 
2,640 – a full 2,370 of which 
live in Longyearbyen, a small 
coal-mining town on 
Spitsbergen in Svalbard. It's 
one of the northernmost 
settlements in the world. 
The economy of Svalbard is 
based on mining, tourism, 
and research.

Hypothermia and Frost bite are two major  
issues in cold environments.

By keeping warm and dry we can help 
minimize these emergencies
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